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With the recent depar-
ture of Dave Taylor from
the Alberta Liberals, news
reports quoted Taylor
as saying he didn’t know
what planet leader Da-
vid Swann was living on.

I know which
planet.

I first met
Swann when I
was challenging
the City of Cal-
gary’s water fluo-
ridation bylaw in
court. It was the

Taylor recognized that
there was a problem in
Alberta in relation to oil
and gas development. And
he was not satisfied to sit
idle as Albertans were suf-
fering. The guy opposes
injustice!

Likewise, David Swann
opposes the fi-
nancial, social,

y environmental
and health inequi-
ties that exist in
Alberta. This is

il Swann’s planet.
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In Taylor’s res-
ignation letter to
constituents, he says he
lost confidence
in Swann’s lead-
ership.

“The trouble
with the Alberta
Liberals is that
nobody’s leading,
nobody’s follow-
ing, and nobody
will get out of the
way,” says Taylor.

I suppose he
includes himself
when he says “nobody.”
However, a resignation
is one way of taking the
lead — not exactly a col-

legial way, but in politics _

it’s always a struggle to
get diverse opinions to
coalesce.

Taylor’s flight
to independence
indicates failure,
but no one is to
blame except me.
I blame myself,
because I didn’t
do enough to pull
those bull-headed
warriors together.

Idid not really David Swann

know Dave Tay-

lor, but I once had an op-
portunity to see him in
action.

I had brought Richard
and Lois Boonstra to Cal-
gary to explain why they
were having troubles on
their northern Alberta
farm with Wiebo Ludwig.

Taylor and QR77 invited
them to tell their stories
to Calgarians. As Richard
explained his ‘upbringing,
being a child in The Neth-
erlands during the Second
World War and seeing
Canadian soldiers liberate
their town, the true Dave
Taylor came out.

Taylor explained that
those Canadian soldiers,
who liberated Boonstra’s
town from tyranny may
have included his father.

As I watched Taylor
express himself, extolling
the values of peace and
a willingness to die for
democracy, I could see
the human connection
between all persons in-
volved in struggle.

Dave Taylor

atmospheric degra-

dation, the govern-
ment of Alberta was also
intercepting my
communications.
The government’s
measures to pro-
tect the degrada-
tion of Alberta’s
natural resources
knows no bounds.

This is our
planet.

And the depar-
ture of Taylor
from the Alberta
Liberals is part of Swann’s
evolving political ecosys-
tem.

I do hope that the good
doctor is able to take sur-
gical-political measures to
cure the Liberal injury.

In Swann’s of-
g ficial reply to

# Taylor’s exodus,
he writes that

he was caught

off guard. This

W surprises me,

l| because Swann
was always an ad-
vocate of advance
illness preven-
tion.

“The choice
was his — it’s unfortunate
that our caucus - members
learned of it through the
media, and we regret that
he chose this course of ac-
tion without speaking to
us first,” writes Swann.

Dubh, what ever hap-
pened to communication?

Communication is both
a doctor’s and a politi-
cian’s first line of assess-
ing illness.

Taylor’s departure is a
loud message that all is
not well in Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

However, I know Swann
is a fine physician, and
that in the serendipitous
world of med1cme, a fever
is the first sign somethmg
is wrong.

So long as the pat1ent
has not died and been
buried, there is always a
chance for recovery.
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